WOULD-BE   SUCCESSORS

'It is more than likely that I shall be invited to the
Mayor's reception here tomorrow night of the "Institute
of Journalists", in which case I shall return for it, as
one cant know too many editors!

Gradually, then, the sensation subsided and the Wilde
trial was numbered with the

'Old unhappy far-off things'

of long ago. But Lane never completely threw it off.
For a long time he was morbidly suspicious and discerned
a pervert behind every tree. According to him the
number of the tainted ones was legion.

The Tellow Book was not without its successors, or
would-be successors. There was, for example, a very
'advanced7 periodical whose appearance synchronised
with the outbreak of war and which bore the arresting
and not inappropriate title of BLAST. Among the
contributors to the first number of this new illustrated
quarterly, which was edited by Wyndham Lewis, were
Jacob Epstein, Ford Madox Hueffer, Ezra Pound and
Rebecca West. 'The spirit and purpose of the Arts
and Literature of to-day are expressed in BLAST.
No periodical since the famous Tellow Book has so
comprehended the artistic movement of its decade.
The artistic spirit of the Eighteen-Nineties was The
Tellow Book. The artistic spirit of to-day is BLAST:
Thus modestly ran the manifesto. But 'the artistic
spirit, of to-day' was stifled almost at birth. Its de-
mise was one of the minor compensations of the War.
Ford Madox Hueffer, one of the contributors, wrote a
review of it for the Outlook. *Blast\ he said, 'Is very
amusing, very actual, very impressive now and then; it
contains less dullness than any periodical now offered to